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John Bright, in his book “A History of Israel”, brings Gedaliah to life for us through additional information on the new leader. Gedaliah was a member of nobility whose father had been one of those to intervene and protect Jeremiah. The new administrator’s grandfather appears to have served the reformer King Josiah and was instrumental in Josiah’s restoration of the faith during his reign. A seal found by archeologists in Lachish names Gedaliah a chief minister in Zedekiah’s court. Bright adds to our picture of the fallen city by saying that “Probably because Jerusalem was uninhabitable, he [Gedaliah] placed his seat of government in Mizpah.”


Verse 5 depicts men in mourning coming from areas to the north to the site of the temple, though the building was in rubble. (Archeologists say that the population of Judah after the deportation was less than 10% of what it had been and that virtually all of the towns in the area had been demolished.)


In verses 17-18 we see the rescued allies of Gedaliah preparing to flee to Egypt out of fear that the king of Babylon would come and further decimate the area in retaliation for the murder of his appointed administrator. When God’s word to them through Jeremiah rejected their plan to escape the war and devastation they feared, they rebelled and fled anyway. Jeremiah was unwillingly dragged along. One can almost hear his abductors saying, “We’re doing this for your own good, old man.” Jeremiah’s message of destruction for those fleeing to Egypt apparently came true (as though we could be surprised by that). Archeologists have found papyri fragments saying that Nebuchadnezzar made an incursion into Egypt (already under its control) around 567 B.C., almost 20 years after Jerusalem’s fall. 
